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length of the latent memory span of another group of pre-
school children was found to range from 0.3 of a day to
19.8 days, varying with the methods used by the experi-
menter, the type of task, the age and the personality of the
child.26 When twenty objects in a box were shown for a
few minutes to preschool children and to adults, it was found
that the children remembered, on the average, approxi-
mately two objects, while adults had remembered six.
A number of die items in intelligence tests for children
of these ages specifically test memory. The Stanford-Binet
test,27 at its early levels, is primarily a memory test. It in-
cludes the following measures of memory, tied up, to be
sure, with verbal ability and comprehension: At three years
the child is shown an animal picture and asked "What is
this?" The child names the picture, or is told the correct
name. Then the card is taken away and the child is asked
to find the first shown picture on another card. A more
difficult form of the same type of test, namely, showing three
objects and hiding one of them in order to see whether the
child recalls the one that is missing, is included among the
tests at the four-year level. Repeating three digits at three
years, and four digits at four years and six months are tests
of memory for numbers. Repeating a sentence of approxi-
mately twelve syllables is a test of memory for words. The
sentences for five-year-olds are one word longer. The tests
of obeying simple commands involve keeping the directions
in mind as well as initial comprehension of them. Children
of four and a half years can keep in mind long enough to
carry out, correctly and in proper order, directions involv-
ing three separate commands.
Measured Intelligence. — A six-month-old baby who ap-
pears to, be bright as measured by the mental tests for that
age may Viot be rated the same by the tests given two to three
years later. In other words, it is difficult to make an accu-
rate prediction of a child's future intelligence from tests
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